June 26: Seeking advice from the astonomers

On June 26, Major Ahlgren of the Air Defence department decided to seek advice from two prominent Swedish scientists: Professor Bertil Lindblad, astronomer at the Stockholm observatory at Saltsjöbaden, and professor Harald Norinder, the head of the High tension research institute at Uppsala. Lindblad created the Saltsjöbaden observatory and was one of most wellknown Swedish astronomers; Norinder was a specialist on thunder and lightning.

Ahlgren wrote the same letter to these two men:

”The Defence Staff. Air Defence department. Head of the department. 

”Since the end of May, sightings of certain celestial phenomena have repeatedly been made at different places in the country. As these phenomena, to a high degree, are suggestive of the kind of high altitude rockets that were present during the latter part of the world war, it has been questioned whether it couldn´t be a case of tests of such rockets. The Air defence department of the Defence Staff has therefore with attention followed the sightings made in Scandinavia. 

”However, it has from certain parties - especially in Finland - been questioned if the phenomenon does not originate from meteorites. It would of the greatest interest if the Professor would report your views in this question. 

”Within the Air Defence department a compilation has been made of reports which have come through the newspapers and through military sources. This compilation if enclosed as a guidance for your judgement. A study of the same shows that it is less probable that it is the question of rockets. The times of the sightings and the phenomenon´s altitude and course of direction, are surely very uncertain, which makes it hard to judge whether it is the same phenomenon that has been seen at different places. If that would be the case it would mean that the potential rockets as a rule have had a zig-zagged trajectory, which is not entirely impossible for radiodirected rockets, plus a very low rate of speed. These circumstances make it less probable that it is rockets. 

”The compilation must be regarded as confidential and should not be devulged publicly or to outsiders, since it might give a potential experimenter good guidance on his test results. 

”In the hope that the Professor would take an interest in the matter I have the honour of signing. /signed/ Nils Ahlgren, Major, Head of the Air Defence department.”

Bertil Lindblad answered on July 6, his letter arriving at the Staff on July 8, the day before the great July 9 daytime meteor. See his answer on page xxx. 

Did Harald Norinder give an answer?

